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tions : but the question where to draw the line, as
between the rule and the exception, is extremely
difficult. I have always considered that in India the
tendency has been to draw it too far in the direction
unfavourable to the taxpayer, who cannot be con-
sulted on the subject: and that what is required is not
to encourage but to repress that tendency. Disguise
it as we may, every proposal of the kind now under
consideration means either an increase, or an un-
necessary maintenance, of fiscal burdens: and what
ought now to be our object is to diminish these
burdens, rather than to invent new reasons, from
motives however benevolent, for increasing them.
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